VIA    DOL OROSA

charitable, and forgiving figure who was once marched
to a peculiarly cruel execution up the very same lane
upon which I was looking out from my Hospice cell
His foreknowledge of his death was natural, for all
priests long to exterminate one who denounces their
ritual as an empty form. No superhuman power of
prophecy was needed to foretell the imminent destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, or the coming chaos of the world
as the Roman Empire broke up. But how could so
tolerant and open a mind as his foresee the incom-
prehensible divisions among his followers, the conse-
quent brutish animosities, the cruel persecutions, and
the bloody wars that would ensue upon his death and
worship ?

The horrible story is not a record of medieval ages
alone.   In England the animosity is comparatively
mild at the present day, but go to an English village
and still you will find a cruel social line drawn between
those who attend the parish church with the gentry,
and those who " sit under"  the preachers in the
Nonconformist chapels.   When I asked the Anglican
sexton of a village what was the proportion of Church
people to Dissenters, he replied, " They beat us, curse
them ! "   Even so Christ himself, foreseeing the future
of his life and teaching, said, with deep insight into
man's mental nature, " I came not to bring peace
into the world but a sword."   For though he said
repeatedly that he revealed his truth to the simple-
hearted people whom he called babes, the wise and
prudent have never ceased to philosophize, meticulize,
dogmatize, anathematize, and criticize over a teach-
ing and a nature that to simple-hearted people seem
so beautiful in their simplicity.
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